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“What kind of man is this?” How we answer that question changes everything. 
 
Isaiah 9:6-7; Matthew 8:23-27 
December 9, 2018 
 
Land lubbers 

Isaiah 9 promises “a child is born.” He is given four titles, and the Hebrew 
emphasizes the first word. Last week we encountered the “Wonder of a Counselor.” 
Today we focus on “God of Might.” The next two weeks:  “Father of Eternity” and 
“Prince of Peace.” 

Each week we’re looking at a passage in the Gospels that illustrates that week’s 
Jesus-title from Isaiah 9. Today we turn to a storm story, which seems appropriate as we 
are in the middle of a snow like Hickory hasn’t seen since at least 1993. It was my 
second Sunday at Corinth. Dr. McDaniel, the Interim pastor before me, joked, “You had 
a good attendance your first week, but the next week nobody came back!” My other 
most memorable storm in Hickory was the ice storm a few years later that took down 
power lines. We burned a wood stove in our basement for a week with a sick child. 
When the power came back on, the thermostat on an inside wall upstairs read 32 
degrees. 

Snow is rare in Israel, so the Bible rarely talks about it. Much more common are 
stories about storms at sea, but they are almost always negative. Hebrew people 
notoriously don’t like the open water. From the Red Sea to Job to Jonah to Paul, the 
stories and allusions are mostly terrifying.   

Sure, the country borders the Mediterranean Sea on its west, but there are very 
few stories about it. Jews never have occupied the full coastline, probably in part 
because they didn’t want to. When Matthew and Mark, who were Jewish, wrote about 
a body of water in Galilee, they called it a “sea.” When Luke, who was a Roman probably 
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from Greece, recounted the same story about the same body of water, he called it a 
“lake.” It was and is a lake – a little bigger than Lake Hickory but not much. 

No Hebrew dreamed of owning beach property or taking cruises or getting out of 
sight of the land on a sailboat. Old Testament writers used the ocean the same way you 
might tell the story of being in a war zone or visiting the South Pole. It was somewhere 
between mysterious and terrifying. Sometimes, of course, people were forced to travel 
by sea. But if they did, they might well get the same message I got this morning in 
response to my email that we were having a worship service:  “You’re crazy.”   

Here’s an example, from Psalm 107:23-32 —  

Some went out on the sea in ships; 
    they were merchants on the mighty waters. 
They saw the works of the LORD, 
    his wonderful deeds in the deep. 
For he spoke and stirred up a tempest 
    that lifted high the waves. 
They mounted up to the heavens and went down to the depths; 
    in their peril their courage melted away. 
They reeled and staggered like drunkards; 
    they were at their wits’ end. 
Then they cried out to the LORD in their trouble, 
    and he brought them out of their distress. 
He stilled the storm to a whisper; 
    the waves of the sea were hushed. 
They were glad when it grew calm, 
    and he guided them to their desired haven. 
Let them give thanks to the LORD for his unfailing love 
    and his wonderful deeds for mankind. 
Let them exalt him in the assembly of the people 
    and praise him in the council of the elders. 

A storm at sea for the psalmist is a situation only a “mighty God” can handle. 
Whoever survives knows it was a miracle. 

A seismic storm 

Matthew 8 and 9 relate several of Jesus’ miracles. This includes his power to heal 
(8:1-17), his authority over nature, Satan, and sin (8:23-9:7), and the response of 
discipleship (8:18-22; 9:9-13). 

23 Then he got into the boat and his disciples followed him. 
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Jesus is intentionally leaving the crowd behind (18), but he also knows he has 
lessons to teach the disciples who follow him in the boat and on the other side. We 
know from an “ancient boat” discovered on the Sea of Galilee the size and type of boat 
he would have used. The boat, which surfaced near the shore during a drought, was 
carbon dated to the time of Jesus, though no one knows if Jesus ever actually sat in it. If 
it’s typical of the boats of that day, the Jesus’ boat was about 25-30 feet long and 7 or 8 
feet wide. He most likely doesn’t have all 12 disciples yet (see 9:9), but there are a 
bunch of guys on this boat at night and they don’t have life jackets. Usually the lake is 
like glass. 

24 Suddenly a furious storm came up on the lake, so that the waves swept over 
the boat. But Jesus was sleeping. 

The key words are “suddenly,” “furious” (“great” in Greek), “storm” (literally 
seismos, “earthquake”), and “waves.” This was no typical Galilee storm. It’s rather 
surprising that Jesus slept through it. Sleeping conveys both his humanity and his deity. 
He was asleep because, as a man, he was tired. He slept through a seismic storm 
because as God, he was completely calm and in control. 

25 The disciples went and woke him, saying, “Lord, save us! We’re going to 
drown!” 

The disciples’ reaction seems normal and understandable. They have agreed to 
follow him because they know he’s special. Now they’ve seen him heal, but at least in 
Matthew’s gospel no other miracles yet. They call him “Lord,” but their understanding is 
still quite limited. Still, he’s their best hope to keep from drowning. 

26 He replied, “You of little faith, why are you so afraid?” Then he got up and 
rebuked the winds and the waves, and it was completely calm. 

In Matthew’s version of this story, Jesus rebukes them before the danger 
subsides. Fear exposes a small faith. Jesus wants them to learn to trust. Matthew Henry 
wrote, “He who would learn to pray must go to sea.” Preachers and scholars through 
the ages have wrestled with whether the “storms” in the Bible are literal or 
metaphorical. Both. Always both. 

Then Jesus rebukes the winds and the waves, and the “great storm” is followed 
by a “great calm.” Let your imagination live in this moment. Furious effort turns to rest. 
A boat violently surging side to side and front to back is suddenly still. Adrenaline that 
had been coursing through their veins abates. “We’re all going to die” terror is replaced 
by “What just happened?” puzzlement. 

27 The men were amazed and asked, “What kind of man is this? Even the winds 
and the waves obey him!” 
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They had been “amazed” by his teaching after the Sermon on the Mount (7:28). 
Now they were “amazed” by his authority over nature. Even after the healings, they had 
never anticipated anything like this.   

“What kind of man is this?” Their question is the right one. We know he’s a man 
– we’ve seen him, walked with him, watched him eat and sleep. But what kind of man?  
How we answer that question changes everything. 

Mighty God (Pastor Paul) 

Matthew 8 is one of the chapters where we see the “Mighty God” part of Jesus 
revealed. You can see throughout Matthew 8 that Jesus is mighty and powerful over all 
kinds of different things. In verses 1-4, we see Jesus healing someone; he’s mighty over 
the infirmities and sickness of people. Then in verses 5-13, he’s healing the Roman 
centurion’s servant from far away; he’s mighty over distance and difference. Next, in 
verses 14-17, Jesus heals multiplied people; his mightiness is not depleted by using it. In 
the passage we read today, verses 18-23, we see that Jesus’ mighty power isn’t event 
limited to just those things we can get our hands on. Jesus’ has power over the 
elements of the winds and the waves, and how all of nature and weather works. As we 
look outside at a snowstorm this morning, it’s kind of amazing to think that Jesus could 
stop the snow, and make it sunny and 85 if he wanted to. In the last part of the chapter, 
Jesus will cast demons out of two men, which shows us that even the kingdom of the 
enemy is no match for the power of our Lord. 

These are all powerful stories, but the one that gets me is today’s passage, 
where they’re in the boat. Jesus is fully God and fully man. That’s a concept that can be 
very hard to grasp, but it’s beautifully illustrated right here. On the one hand, you have 
the man who is so tired that he falls asleep on the boat. On the other hand, you have 
God who stands up and tells the wind and the waves to stop and be still. That gives us 
comfort because we know that when we come to Jesus with our human problems, he 
gets it. He’s been there and is intimately acquainted with the struggles of life. But he’s 
also about to deal with it. He’s powerful enough to bring incredible restoration into our 
lives. 

The inspiration to pick this scripture goes back to a conversation I had with Kevin 
Watkins, our Director of College and Young Adult Ministries. Kevin reminded me that we 
have often used this scripture in too much of a feel-good way. We say “Jesus can calm 
the storms of our lives,” but we mean it in a figurative way. Jesus can calm the storm of 
bad grades. But that lessens the power of the story. The point is that Jesus, the man in 
the boat, had the power in that moment to literally stop the weather. The nexus of this 
power is not figurative power, it’s true power. We need to stop talking about the 
figuratively ways Jesus could save us. There’s true power here, and Jesus has the power 
to truly save us.  
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This goes all the way back to creation. In John 1, we read that everything that 
was created was created through him and for him. Jesus’ power over creation shouldn’t 
surprise us. Maybe you’re wondering about some of the places in scripture where it says 
that Jesus went to Nazareth and couldn’t do miracles. That wasn’t because he lacked 
the power to do them, it was because the people there were holding things in their lives 
back from him, and wouldn’t submit to his power. Jesus doesn’t force himself on us; he 
wants to be invited in. 

Where are the boundaries that you’ve set for Jesus? Places where you’ve said, “I 
like the power you have, but I don’t want your power over here.” I see this a lot in 
relationships with friends or coworkers or others. We don’t come right out and say 
“Jesus, you’re not welcome here,” but our actions show that we have no hope for the 
situation or relationship. We decide to just get through it. We assume that Jesus can’t or 
won’t do anything to change the situation. 

Following Jesus is a response to who Jesus is. If who Jesus is is the “Mighty God,” 
how do you follow that? This past week, I got to have lunch with a great friend of mine, 
Kerry Penley, who is a deputy in the sheriff’s office. When we walked into Chick-fil-A, I 
decided to do something kind of dumb. I walked with my head down, and kept Kerry 
really close to me. He was armed and dressed in uniform, so when we got to the 
counter, I raised my head and told the employee that I was there for my last meal, and 
Kerry was the officer who was escorting me for the trip. The employee was speechless. I 
had to break and tell her it was a joke. But I couldn’t have pulled that off if I hadn’t been 
with a uniformed officer of the law. How I acted had everything to do with who I was 
with, and the power and influence he had because of his position.  

The disciples in this text don’t act as if Jesus is the Mighty God. They watch him 
calm the storm and still don’t know who he is. Fast forward to the book of Acts, and the 
disciples are acting as if Jesus is the Mighty God. They’re spreading his story, they’re 
ready to face jail or death, and it’s because their lives have been transformed by the 
Mighty God who commands the storm. Now they’re living and being disciples who 
follow the Mighty God. 

How do you follow Christ as a disciple in light of him being the Mighty God? First, 
you follow with humility. When you follow Jesus Christ, you know that you are not the 
main event. You act in the way that Paul describes in Philippians 4 — taking on the 
mindset of Christ, a mindset of humility. We step out of the spotlight and follow. 
Second, we serve the Mighty God with confidence. In our lives, we don’t have a lot of 
experience with “mighty.” If I’m in a bad neighborhood with a really buff friend, I handle 
myself with confidence, because I know that they can take care of us if something 
happens. We can do everything with confidence because we are serving the Mighty 
God, who is powerful enough to handle everything. Finally, we are fueled by love. The 
same love that brought Jesus to the manger, caused Jesus to walk the earth for 33 years, 
to die on a cross and to conquer sin and death. That’s the love that fuels us. Paul talks 
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about this in 1 Corinthians 13 — I can have all kinds of gifts and abilities, but if I don’t 
have love, none of it matters.  

We follow the Mighty God humbly, with confidence and fueled by love. Even 
when it appears that Jesus is asleep, it doesn’t change Jesus’ mighty God capabilities. I 
love that in verse 24, the waves are coming into the boat, but Jesus was sleeping. That 
“but” has no power. David understood this in reverse, when he wrote in the psalms that 
he was surrounded by his enemies, but that he slept because God was in control. God’s 
power isn’t impacted by whether David sleeps, and Jesus’ power as God is not limited by 
the fact that Jesus, as fully human, slept on the boat. Nothing can stop the power of the 
Mighty God.  

I don’t know how long the disciples battled that storm in the boat by themselves. 
They Bible doesn’t tell us any details about how much time passed between the 
beginning of the storm and Jesus stopping the storm. But what I do know is that in our 
own lives, we sometimes cry out to Jesus and ask, “Don’t you see what’s going on in my 
life?” We might not say it, but the question we’re really asking is, “Jesus, are you 
asleep?” Jesus sees. Jesus knows. Jesus is well aware. And Jesus’ power is not at all 
diminished by whether he seems to be acting right now or not. Jesus doesn’t intervene 
when the disciples first want help. Jesus intervenes at exactly the right moment.  

We follow a Mighty God — the creator of the heavens and earth, the one who 
has power over life and death. Because of that, our language doesn’t sound like 
everyone else, and our actions don’t look like everyone else’s. We have been 
transformed to be disciples of a Mighty God. 

 


